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The News from
Polegreen
Bluford Birthday Party
At a meeting of the Polegreen Foundation’s Board
of Directors in February 2008, Board member
Sumpter Priddy offered an eloquent tribute to
Polegreen’s“founding father,” Dr. Bob Bluford, Jr.,
and moved that the Board commission a portrait of
Dr. Bluford. The Board enthusiastically endorsed
the concept and, after several months of research
and gathering recommendations from those“in the
know,” commissioned noted Virginia artist, Steve
Craighead, of Manassas to carry out this project.
Steve agreed to a schedule that envisioned a
finished portrait for presentation to Dr. Bluford at a
special celebration on his 90th birthday, which
would be December 4, 2008. In early December,
the Foundation and its Board members
enthusiastically received Steve Craighead’s fulllength portrait of Dr. Bluford framed by the unique
existing Church structure at the Polegreen site, and
presented it to Dr. Bluford at Polegreen’s
Illumination event. To read more about this event,
see page 2.
At the portrait presentation, Jay Johnston, who
made the presentation on behalf of the Foundation,
told a humorous story about Bob’s canny“street
smarts”ability over the years in making the
Polegreen Foundation project a reality. He said
Dick Beadles, a former long-time member of the
Board and former president of the RF&P Railroad,
and later the head of CSX real estate activities
world-wide, told of one encounter he had with Bob
some years ago in Dick’s capacity as chair of the
HPCF Real Estate Committee. After Bob had talked
Dick through Bob’s somewhat convoluted plan to
acquire a significant additional piece of land for the
Foundation at no significant cost to the Foundation,
Dick looked at Bob and said“Bob, you are just a
con-man working for God.” Dick said Bob never
missed a beat. He looked at Dick and said,“Dick, I
can’t think of any better person to be working for!”
Polegreen is indebted to Steve Craighead for his
marvelous rendition of Dr. Bluford. The Foundation
also sends a special thank you to Advisory Board
Member Mrs. Martha Newell, who provided
support to help make Sumpter Priddy’s idea a
reality. Martha and her husband, Sam, now
deceased, were long-time friends of Bob and his
wife, June, from their days together at the
Seminary’s married students’ housing unit in South
Richmond after WWII.

Craighead Portrait of Bluford, December 2008

The portrait of Dr. Bluford currently is on display in
the Library at the Virginia Historical Society on the
Boulevard until such time as the Foundation can
return it to Polegreen to be displayed in its new
building. For more information about Mr. Craighead
please visit: http://www.craigheadportraits.com/.

First Illumination

(See Story Inside)
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Polegreen Celebrated the Season with its First Illumination

L

ast year, Polegreen lit a “yule tide fire” in Hanover County by illuminating its
site as part of Colonial Christmas festivities during a weekend collaborative
event known as Holidays in Historic Hanover. Joining Polegreen as co-hosts
were the Hanover Tavern Foundation, the Hanover Area Historical Society,
the Road to Revolution State Heritage Trail Consortium,APVA Preservation Virginia,
Scotchtown, and the Parsons Cause Foundation.

On Friday December 5th from 5:30-8:00pm Polegreen welcomed guests to an
Illumination of the Historic Polegreen Church Site on Rural Point Road.The lighting
of the site marked the end to a year of successful site enhancements making
Polegreen a true destination.The nearly 250 guests were delighted by a musical
presentation of carols by the Williamsburg Musick Fife & Drums Corps. Mulled wine,
cider and other delicious refreshments warmed spirits as did the torch lit site.
Elsewhere, Hanover Tavern welcomed guests for a Saturday wreath making
workshop, open house tours, and a choral concert with refreshments.The Parson’s
Cause at Hanover Courthouse held a Saturday reenactment on the anniversary of
the actual event which made Henry famous.APVA’s Scotchtown presented Saturday
evening and Sunday day Christmas tours with colonial dancers, musicians, and
refreshments.The weekend of festivities was planned so that tourists would also
consider staying in the area to view the Sunday Mechanicsville Christmas Parade.

Crowd of “Enthusiasts” Gather at
Polegreen for Cider and Carols

Jennifer Hurst, Statewide Education Coordinator for APVA Preservation Virginia, said
Our Executive Director Recognizes
“this was a wonderful experience, and I am so glad that we are all so willing to work Partners and Salutes Fife and Drum
Corps
as a group for the benefit of all our institutions and the visitors we receive...All of the
sites reported the event to be a great success.”
All totaled these Holiday events drew close to a thousand visitors to these important historical sites.With this great
success, Polegreen looks forward to joining forces this winter for another round of collaborative programs.

Message from our President

S

carcely a day passes that we are not reminded of the privilege we have as
Americans in living in a land where freedom of religious expression is a right of
all citizens.At the same time we are exposed constantly to the reality of
multitudes of people on our planet living in fear because of religious intolerance.
The sight of grieving survivors following the bombing of a mosque or church, of funeral
processions following rocket attacks, of orphaned children whose eyes are filled with fear,
is a sobering reminder of our own vulnerability, and at the same time our indebtedness to
those who have gone before us laboring for our freedoms here in the United States.
The adoption of the first amendment to the Bill of Rights of our Constitution in 1791,
guaranteeing religious freedom, came about after a lengthy struggle going back fifty years
to the time of Samuel Morris and Samuel Davies. Our intention at Polegreen is to cast light
on those first years of the struggle.To achieve this goal we depend on many who support
us with their prayers, their volunteer time, their enthusiasm, and their gifts.
Rev. Robert Bluford, Jr.

Please Contact Foundation Staff
P.O. Box 2111
Mechanicsville,VA 23116
(804) 261-3837
support@historicpolegreen.org

This coming June 28 marks the twentieth year of the Presbytery of the James securing
title to the 3.4 acre site in Hanover County and a year later the Historic Polegreen Church
Foundation’s formation. Some of the most memorable moments I have experienced at the
historic site occurred when I was hosting an individual or small group and telling the
story of Samuel Davies and his followers. I have seen people moved to tears as they heard
of things that occurred there two and a half centuries ago.
I trust that each of you who received our newsletter and who feel privileged motivated to
support us in any way will find the satisfaction that I have in being privileged to have a
part in this great project. Many thanks to each of you!
Sincerely,
Robert Bluford, Jr.
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Notes from the Executive Director

A

ccording to an old Proverb,“No
matter how long the winter,
spring is sure to follow,” and
there is nothing quite like
springtime at the Polegreen site. Please come
for a visit before we begin our next exciting
site enhancement project!

The Foundation’s Board of Directors is
proceeding with implementing its vision to
enhance the visitor experience at the Church
site because of the growing interest and
generosity of friends like you. The Polegreen
vision includes additional site enhancements,
including but not limited to a new support
building where Foundation offices will be
housed. It will also serve as the starting place
for visitor amenities and site orientation
resources.This next step brings us one step
closer to construction of our planned Visitor
and Education Center.While this grand vision
will require $1,300,000 in support over the
next few years we are off to a great start
towards that goal.
In 2008, more than $110,000 was given by
individuals, foundations and public support
across our needs. Most notably, the
Foundation is securing and meeting a 2 to 1,
$50,000 Challenge Grant from the Cabell
Foundation. One of our most noteworthy
donors included Mr. Harry Bluford who
provided a special gift of $20,000 for The
Endowment Fund.Thank you so much for
your generosity, Mr. Bluford.

ANOTHER NEW CHALLENGE GRANT IS
AWARDED
On behalf of The Board of Directors,
Polegreen is most grateful to the Mary
Morton Parsons Foundation for its recent
3 to 1, $50,000 Challenge Grant to broaden
support for the Polegreen vision, as well as
program development and endowment
expansion. We must raise $150,000 in new
gifts or pledges, in a timely manner, to secure
the Parsons grant. I hope you will consider
making plans to support Polegreen in this
important challenge campaign.

Christopher K. Peace, Esq.

Again, 2009 plans to be another year of
exhilarating enhancements to our historic
site but only with your support.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can
ever be of assistance to you.
Sincerely,

Christopher K. Peace

Preliminary Carlton
Abbott and Partner
Design for Support
Building

More Exciting Enhancements Coming in 2009

2007 Phase One Groundbreaking

2008 Phase One Ribbon cutting
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Annual Meeting & Upcoming Events

A

t the February Annual Meeting of the Board, Polegreen approved a new class of Directors and Officers. Mrs. Mary
Aylett Payne, Chairman of the Governance Committee, presented the Class of 2012 nominees. Her motion to
elect Bob Bluford, Jr., Bob Bluford III, David Bradley, F. Claiborne (Jay) Johnston, and Everett Reveley to a term of
three years was seconded by Mr. David Bradley.The Board approved the slate of nominees unanimously.

Mrs. Payne also offered as a motion nominees for officers for a one year term in the following order: Bob Bluford, Jr.
(President); Mary Payne (Vice President); F. Claiborne (Jay) Johnston (Secretary); and Dave Fuller (Treasurer).There were no
nominees offered from the floor. Mr. Bob Giles seconded the motion and the Board elected the slate of officers unanimously.
Programs Chairman Everett Reveley presented a proposal for events and programs which was well received it includes
❖ Community National Day of Prayer Community Event

5/7/2009

❖ Road to Revolution Bus Tour

5/16/2009

❖ Princeton Alumni Outing

5/16/2009

❖ Civil War Encampment

Summer 2009

❖ Living History Event

Summer 2009

❖ Site Reserved for Facility Rental

6/27/2009

❖ Hanover Tomato Festival Booth

7/11/2009

❖ Site Reserved for Facility Rental

7/25/2009

❖ Lecture Series with Union Seminary Students and Faculty

September

❖ Grand Opening of Support Building

Fall TBD

❖ 2nd Annual Holidays in Historic Hanover

December 4 – 5

Brief Notes on Polegreen and Princeton
Polegreen is particularly pleased to have found new partnerships especially with the area’s Princeton alumni. Polegreen and
Princeton are forever linked because of the Rev. Samuel Davies.At the same time that Davies was starting his ministry at
Polegreen, six students began their studies in Elizabeth, N.J., at the College of New Jersey, which had been established in
1746 to educate "those of every Religious Denomination." In 1754 the trustees of the college persuaded Davies, whose
work in Virginia had been favorably noted, to go to Great Britain to raise money for the fledgling school.The journey was at
times harrowing, but Davies confided to his diary that "To be instrumental of laying a foundation of extensive benefit to
mankind, not only in the present but in future generations, is a most animating prospect." In the end, Davies and a friend,
Gilbert Tennent, spent eleven months in Great Britain and raised substantial support, enough to build Nassau Hall as the first
permanent building on the new campus in Princeton.
In 1759, four years after Davies returned from this fundraising trip to Great Britain on behalf of the College of New Jersey,
the trustees of the college called on Davies again – this time to become the school's fourth president. Davies succeeded
Jonathan Edwards, who died just six weeks after his inauguration. Unfortunately, Davies' term as president was also cut
short when he died in 1761 at the age of 37. He was buried alongside his predecessor in Princeton Cemetery.
Despite his relatively short life, Davies accomplished much and lived the creed to which he exhorted the Princeton Class of
1760 in his baccalaureate address and which has been echoed by the presidents of Princeton throughout its history:
Whatever be your place, imbibe and cherish a public spirit. Serve your generation.
Davies used his innumerable talents to serve his generation and in so doing helped to build a firm foundation for future
generations.The true story of Samuel Davies' impact on Virginian and American history, as well as his instrumental role in
the early life of Princeton, is exciting, inspiring, and worthy of note.
– Excerpted from a letter by Everett Reveley, Board member and Princeton Class of 2000, to his fellow alumni.
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Local Scouts Work to Enhance Site

M

r.Travis Chandler of Boy Scout
Troop 503 - Mechanicsville,VA
recently completed his Eagle
Scout project at the historic
Polegreen Church site.Working under the
supervision of Polegreen's Executive Director,
Travis led several of his fellow scouts in building
a picnic table and constructing two park benches
designed by Carlton Abbott and Partners'
landscape architect Ricky Wiatt.With Troop 503
and Travis' help, Polegreen can accomodate
visitors who bring their family for a picnic on
a weekend or for lunch as well as those who
simply enjoy nature and want to walk the paths
of the "grove."

Eagle Scout Candidate Travis
Chandler resting on his new park
bench

Chartered by Mechanicsville Catholic Church of
the Redeemer,Troop 503 is led by Scoutmaster Mike Bonelli and is part of the Battlefield District of the Heart of
Virginia Council. On their website, the Troop proudly lists six values of why they promote scouting: Fun, Fellowship,
Leadership, Service to God and to our community, Learning and Exploring.
We thank Travis and Troop 503 for their leadership and hard work and look forward to working with local scouts on
future enhancement projects.

Welcome to Missy, our New Development and
Administrative Professional

A

s Polegreen’s activities and reputation increased over the past two years
so did the need for the Director to have a true partner in the office.The
Foundation is proud to introduce you to Melisa Minton. Missy is thrilled
to be with the Historic Polegreen Foundation. Missy spent over 8 years
in the nonprofit and development profession full time.After becoming a mom, she
opened her own business to be closer to home. Her primary volunteer activity is
running a small non profit in the Metro area. She lives in Hanover and will be
working two days a week from our office. She may be best reached at
support@historicpolegreen.org or by phone at (804) 261-3837.

How to Be a Friend of Polegreen on Facebook
Historic Polegreen Church Foundation is now on Facebook! We are using the social networking site to expand our audience and share
the story of Polegreen Church with the millions of Facebook users worldwide. As of April 1, we already have 70 members on the site
and the group is open to all who wish to join. Our Facebook page allows us to quickly communicate with this audience and is another
outlet for posting our events, news releases, photos, and videos. If you are on Facebook or are curious about joining, please go to our
website at www.historicpolegreen.org and click on the Facebook icon at the bottom of our homepage. We look forward to seeing you
online!
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2008 HONOR ROLL OF DONORS
Our Board of Directors and staff
gratefully acknowledge the generous
support of the following donors whose
gifts have enhanced the historic site in
extraordinary ways and developed
programs and partnerships. Every
attempt has been made to list our
wonderful donors accurately. Should
we have made an error or omission,
please call us at 804-261-3837.
THE ENDOWMENT FUND
Donors whose gifts invest in our
mission and the future
Estate of Helen Scott
Harry M. Bluford
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Bluford, Jr.
GOVERNMENT
Hanover County, Hanover County,
Virginia

THE ANNUAL FUND
Individuals
The Samuel Davies Society
honoring gifts of $500 +
Frank Atkinson
Robert Bluford, Jr.
William F. Cooper
David & Judith Fuller
Robert & Faye Giles
Thomas Jefferson, III
Jay & Carolyn Johnston
Hunter & Elaine Keck
Ken & Bettie Perry
Everett Reveley
Jan C. Swearingen
Harry Warthen, III

Patrick Henry Circle
honoring gifts of $250-499
Richard & Juanita Beadles
FOUNDATIONS
Virgie M. Binford
The Cabell Foundation
David & Kirsten Bradley
Harry A.Thomas Memorial Fund
David & Barbara Camper
Mary Morton Parsons Foundation
Barbara-lyn Morris
Orange County Community Foundation James & Mary Payne
Josiah & Anne Rowe
CORPORATIONS AND
G. Richard Wagoner
ORGANIZATIONS
(includes matching gifts)
Samuel Morris Meeting House Club
The Dominion Foundation
honoring gifts of $100-249
Franklyn & Molly Ashby
COMMEMORATIVE GIFTS
Philip J. Bagley,III
Martha Newell
Dennis & Margaret Brown
For the Robert Bluford, Jr. portrait
Talley Crump
Susan Cummings
SPONSORSHIPS
William & Judith Dent
Preservation Virginia
Robert & Shirley Deuel
Parson’s Cause Foundation, Inc.
Irving Driscoll
Hanover Tavern Foundation
John & Ruth Ensign
Finn & Laetitia Jensen
IN-KIND SERVICES
Wade T. King
Bill Brown - Henrico County
Annie Kratz
Chris Atkinson - Hanover County
John & Paula Krebbs
City Wide Decorators, Inc.
Maxine Lane
Fletcher Atkinson – Son of Chris
Wilana Kemp Madden
Atkinson
Barbara-lyn Morris
Mike Powell – Henrico County
David & Judith Pahren
Park Ranger Eddie Sanders – Richmond Bill & Martha Ann Phipps
National Battlefield Parks
Dot & Jayne Sneed
Preservation Virginia
Louis & Kathryn Sossamon
Robert Walton – Hanover County
John & Joanne Stevenson
Sam Watkins – Chesterfield County
Margaret R.Thomas
Tom Carlton – Hanover County

Glenn C.Thomason
William & Sally Thompson
James Tyndall
Martha Wagoner
Friends of Dissenters
honoring gifts up to $99
Thomas & Lorraine Abernathy
Ed & Nancy Alexander
Ira & Nancy Andrews
Tommy & Elizabeth Baer
Starke & Gloria Cauthorn
Rebecca Cooley
Joseph W. Coxe III
Giles & Carolyn Cromwell
James E. Davis
William Dent
Nancy P. Eberle
Daniel & Marilyn Escalera
Susan Frost
Chesney & Carolyn Hardy
James C. Harlan
Frank & Oriana Hargrove
John & Vandivere Hodges
Alan & Judy Kinker
Dorothy D. Koch
Annie W. Kratz
John Krebbs
Catherine F. Lawrence
Joan Losen
Lois L. Mercer
Barbara D. Mucklow
A.W. & Geraldine Nuckols
R.E.& M.L. Peroe
Jack & Edith Poindexter
David S. Pultz
William M.E. Rachal
Stuart L. Rada
Thomas & Eleanor Rennie
Ralph & Lillian Rhudy
Maria Wornom Rippe
Dottie C. Robinson
Ronald & Peggy Shiflett
Robert & Janice ate
Walter Dunn Tucker
Hal Wallof
Alice G.Wardlaw
Robert & Lee Ann Williams
Peggy F. Witherspoon
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The Annual Giving Fund
Your generosity greatly enhances this organization’s ability to
advance its mission: To preserve the historic Polegreen Church
site and commemorate the struggle for civil and religious
freedom in Colonial Virginia by Rev. Samuel Davies and the
Hanover Dissenters. Gifts of all sizes help us in this important
work.

As the pages of this newsletter attest, much is happening at
Polegreen. As our efforts continue we will need even more
support, both in time, talent and treasure. Please help us share
our Polegreen story with the metro Richmond community. Your
tax-deductible contribution will help us develop critical
educational and collaborative programs recounting the evolution
of freedom in America.

Yes! Please accept my gift to preserve Polegreen and to help develop programs celebrating its significance in our American
heritage of religious and civil liberty. You may charge your gift online at www.historicpolegreen.org/give.
Your Support is Needed. Please give to The 2009 Annual Giving Fund:
❑ Samuel Davies Society for gifts of $500/$1,000/$2,500+
❑ Patrick Henry Circle for gifts of $250 - $499
❑ Samuel Morris Meeting House Club for gifts of $100 - $249
❑ Friends of Dissenters for gifts of $1 - $99
❑ Please contact me regarding a tax-wise gift of securities or estate planning.
❑ I would like to help Polegreen as a volunteer. Please contact me!
Thank you for supporting the Historic Polegreen Church Foundation. Your tax-deductible support will help us meet our mission needs on a daily basis.
Name
Address
City

State

Zip

Contact information

Gift Planning in Economic Uncertainty

T

There are many ways donors may provide financial support for the important work at Polegreen, especially
during uncertain economic times. Perhaps you can commit an outright gift of cash, or, commit to a multiyear pledge. If your employer or former employer has a matching gift program, you can multiply support
for Polegreen by inquiring at the company.

Or, you could consider a tax-wise Deferred or Planned Gift, especially helpful in these uncertain economic times:
1. Consider transferring a gift of a non-cash asset such as stock, or real estate or other personal property. Perhaps the
value has declined in the recent recession, but you can pledge the asset now and fulfill the pledge when the value
has improved.
2. Consider a simple bequest for Polegreen in your estate plans. Bequests will sustain the mission and resources of
Polegreen in the future. The bequest should note the beneficiary as: Historic Polegreen Church Foundation. If you
let us know of this gesture, you can receive recognition and personal satisfaction in your lifetime.
3. Include Historic Polegreen Church Foundation as a beneficiary in your insurance or retirement funds. Again,
informing us of this gesture creates immediate recognition and a good feeling that you have invested.
4. Consider transferring asset into a tax-exempt charitable annuity, which pays a fixed dollar amount each year to the
beneficiaries. You receive an income tax charitable deduction in the year you create the trust.
5. Ask us or your financial advisors about establishing a trust that produces immediate and long-term tax advantages.
There are two primary ones - a charitable lead trust and charitable remainder trust.

Historic Polegreen Church Foundation
Post Office Box 2111
Mechanicsville,Virginia 23116
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